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What are the chances?
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Table 1
Lifetime probability of developing or dying of invasive cancer, by 
cancer site and sex, Alberta, 2005

	 Lifetime Probability of Developing	 Lifetime Probability of Dying 

Cancer Site	 Male 	 Female 	 Male	 Female

Lung	 1 in 14	 1 in 16	 1 in 15	 1 in 19
Colorectum	 1 in 14	 1 in 17	 1 in 31	 1 in 40	
Breast	 –	 1 in 9	 –	 1 in 32	
Prostate	 1 in 7	 –	 1 in 27	 –	
Cervix	 –	 1 in 139	 –	 1 in 370	
Melanoma 	 1 in 74	 1 in 81	 1 in 303	 1 in 400	
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma	 1 in 43	 1 in 55	 1 in 89	 1 in 132	
Pancreas	 1 in 69	 1 in 65	 1 in 77	 1 in 78	
Endometrium	 –	 1 in 37	 –	 1 in 256	
Kidney	 1 in 63	 1 in 120	 1 in 154	 1 in 357	
Ovary	 –	 1 in 75	 –	 1 in 98	
All sites*	 1 in 2	 1 in 3	 1 in 4	 1 in 5	
										        
* Excluding non-melanoma skin cancer

The approximate lifetime probability of developing cancer (for men and women combined) is 1 in 2.4.  
The appropriate lifetime probability of dying from cancer (for men and women combined) is 1 in 4.2. 

Table 2
New invasive cancer cases and deaths due to cancer by cancer site 
and sex, Alberta, 2005

	 New Cancer Cases	 Cancer Deaths 

Cancer Site	 Male 	 Female 	 All	 Male	 Female	 All
Lung	 834	 764	 1598	 764	 609	 1373
Colorectum	 867	 702	 1569	 350	 253	 603
Breast	 12	 1788	 1800	 7	 392	 399
Prostate	 1905	 –	 1905	 321	 –	 321
Cervix	 –	 140	 140	 –	 45	 45
Melanoma 	 210	 209	 419	 40	 29	 69
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma	 325	 239	 564	 122	 80	 202
Pancreas	 168	 183	 351	 147	 145	 292
Endometrium	 – 	 377	 377	 –	 44	 44
Kidney	 219	 108	 327	 73	 29	 102
Ovary	 –	 186	 186	 –	 116	 116
All sites*	 6581	 6168	 12749	 2891	 2441	 5332

* Excluding non-melanoma skin cancer					     	
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Table 2a
New invasive cancer cases and deaths due to cancer by cancer site 
and sex, Alberta, 2006

	 New Cancer Cases	 Cancer Deaths 

Cancer Site	 Male 	 Female 	 All	 Male	 Female	 All
Lung	 935	 816	 1751	 726	 631	 1357
Colorectum	 916	 718	 1634	 321	 284	 605
Breast	 12	 1902	 1914	 5	 381	 386
Prostate	 2114	 0	 2114	 337	 0	 337
Cervix	 0	 157	 157	 0	 43	 43
Melanoma 	 255	 227	 482	 36	 34	 70
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma	 302	 249	 551	 116	 84	 200
Pancreas	 153	 176	 329	 144	 168	 312
Endometrium	 0	 357	 357	 0	 56	 56
Kidney	 249	 151	 400	 63	 46	 109
Ovary	 0	 157	 157	 0	 124	 124
All sites*	 7024	 6508	 13532	 2867	 2604	 5471
										        
* Excluding non-melanoma skin cancer					     	

Table 2b
New invasive cancer cases and deaths due to cancer by cancer site 
and sex, Alberta, 2007

	 New Cancer Cases	 Cancer Deaths 

Cancer Site	 Male 	 Female 	 All	 Male	 Female	 All
Lung	 896	 822	 1718	 763	 621	 1384
Colorectum	 917	 734	 1651	 341	 292	 633
Breast	 15	 1988	 2003	 4	 412	 416
Prostate	 1994	 0	 1994	 311	 0	 311
Cervix	 0	 157	 157	 0	 31	 31
Melanoma 	 240	 221	 461	 46	 25	 71
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma	 342	 282	 625	 110	 94	 204
Pancreas	 165	 162	 327	 157	 171	 328
Endometrium	 0	 373	 373	 0	 66	 66
Kidney	 250	 151	 401	 74	 43	 117
Ovary	 0	 175	 175	 0	 92	 92
All sites*	 7017	 6683	 13700	 2911	 2553	 5464

* Excluding non-melanoma skin cancer					     	



A
LB

ER
TA

 C
A

N
C

ER
 FO

U
N

D
ATIO

N
  S

ELEC
T C

A
N

C
ER

 S
TATIS

TIC
S

                   albertacancer.ca

5

Table 3
Projected new invasive cancer cases and cancer deaths by five year 
increments for male and female combined by cancer site, Alberta 
2010–2025*

	 New Cancer Cases	 Cancer Deaths 

Cancer Site	 2010	 2015	 2020	 2025	 2010	 2015	 2020	 2025
Lung	 1980	 2350	 2795	 3275	 1610	 1910	 2275	 2680
Colorectum	 1885	 2210	 2585	 3010	 745	 875	 1025	 1200
Breast	 2225	 2525	 2840	 3155	 500	 570	 645	 730
Prostate	 2715	 3305	 3955	 4585	 420	 495	 595	 720
Cervix	 180	 195	 210	 225	 50	 55	 60	 65
Melanoma 	 505	 570	 640	 705	 70	 80	 90	 105
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma	 620	 720	 830	 945	 255	 295	 345	 400
Pancreas	 390	 455	 535	 625	 355	 415	 490	 575
Endometrium	 440	 515	 585	 645	 60	 70	 85	 95
Kidney	 405	 475	 545	 620	 150	 175	 205	 235
Ovary	 220	 250	 280	 315	 140	 160	 185	 210
All sites*	 15605	 18225	 21145	 24200	 6410	 7510	 8805	 10300

*  Cervix, Endometrium and Ovary include only females.  Prostate includes only males.

** Excluding non-melanoma skin cancer.					     	




